
 

duty-free gets a redesign: monocle’s editors overhaul a terminal case of global mediocrity

AFFAIRS Yerevan plans: our senior 
editor on Armenia’s prospects

BUSINESS Kanazawa connect: 
the new fast track from Tokyo

CULTURE Handle with care:  
the art of moving masterpieces 

DESIGN Cool runnings: a  
sporting start-up from Boston

EDITS Bondi bites, espresso 
engineering and Isabel Allende’s 
‘last meal’. Plus, 24 hours of  
airport logistics – an Expo of 
Hong Kong’s cargo and carriers

a briefing on global affairs, business, culture & design

By air, by land and... look, no hands! 
Monocle’s 2015 Transport Survey
Elegant two-wheelers, sleek run-abouts, a Japanese mini-jet and cute ways 
to commute. The people, products and players that make the world go round

kooky CARS
Portfolio of wackiness on wheels

ChoICE 
ChECk-IN
Narita’s 
nice-looking 
navigation

TAkE A  
BACk SEAT
The race to 
go driverless – 
adieu, Uber

TRANSPoRT 
ToP 25
Best on the tarmac, 
Autobahn and beyond

TRANSPORT
SURVEY
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SURVEY

TRANSPORT
SURVEYkEEPING 

TRACk
On the UP: 
Canada’s newest 
air-rail link
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STREETS 
AhEAD
Ljubljana’s 
model plan 
for urban 
mobility
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RARE AIR
The essential 
air services that 
ensure remote is 
no longer a joke
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Mobility and leg  
workout all sorted  

in one move

Honk! Honk!
Honda  

takes flight

Ch-ch-ch-chop to it!
Read about the future 

of air transport

With Monocle 
the way ahead  

is all clear

Ding!
Ding!
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travel edits
Global

Tribute
Hong Kong
The Tribute Hotel has opened its doors in the 
historic Yau Ma Tei district in Kowloon and the 
24-room former office block is certainly worthy 
of accolades. “We went for quality design and 
materials with a contemporary theme,” says 
co-founder Dinesh Nihalchand. 

Guests on the go can select from a range of 
complimentary nibbles in the lobby in addition 
to breakfast in the morning and free-pour craft 
beer in the evening. Tribute also works closely 
with a wide range of local producers, with 
offerings from Hong Kong fashion houses, 
craftsmen and tea and coffee suppliers found 
throughout the hotel. — dep
tributehotels.com
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Bettei Otozure
Yamaguchi, Japan
Deep in the scenic mountains of Yamaguchi 
prefecture is Bettei Otozure. The ryokan’s  
Japanese kaiseki restaurant Unyu has an 
emphasis on healthy food but complex 
cooking. One course pays homage to shojin 
ryori (Buddhist cuisine) with a pickle dish  
taken from a temple recipe that is over 1,300 
years old.

“We wanted to celebrate traditional Japanese 
craftsmanship through the architecture and  
mix it with modern western elements,” says 
managing director Kazuhiro Otani. “The basis 
of our hotel is touji [a philosophy centred on the 
natural hot-spring waters of its baths].” — ak
otozure.jp

Q&A
Kevin O’Shea (left)  
and David Bowd
Co-founders,
Salt Hotels
New York

Salt Hotels’ third property, 
The Chequit, opens in 
Shelter Island this May. We 
caught up with the pair to 
talk about the success of 
their chain in the making.

What is the concept 
behind the brand?
David Bowd: We 
wanted to recreate the 
personal touch of the 
bed and breakfast with 
great design. 

Tell us about the 
hotel’s design.
Kevin O’Shea: Our 
designs are inspired by 
the building’s history, in 
this case The Chequit, 
which dates back to the 
1870s. We never over- 
design for the sake of it. 

What makes a stay at 
Salt Hotels unique?
DB: It is personal.  
We don’t have a 
check-in time for 
example, and write  
to each guest a few 
days before they arrive 
to ask him or her what 
time they want their 
room to be ready. 

What can we expect 
from Salt in the 
coming years?
DB: In the next two 
years we will open  
in Denver, New York 
and New Jersey, 
followed by Palm 
Springs, Los Angeles 
and London. — ak
salthotels.com

Great  
escapes
Global
Preface
From a retreat in the heart of 
the Tasmanian wilderness to 
the heights of urban hospitality 
in Hong Kong and New York, 
we round up the essential 
travel experiences worthy  
of your air miles right now.

All the presidential suites
Washington DC’s infamous Watergate Hotel  
is set to reopen this summer under the 
Preferred Hotels and Resorts portfolio.  
The 342-room property on the banks of  
the Potomac has undergone a $125m (€110m) 
renovation since closing its doors in 2007.
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Q&A
Steve Varsano
Owner,
The Jet 
Business
London

Meet the founder of the 
world’s first bricks-and-
mortar showroom for  
jets. We stopped by the 
space, which opened in 
Knightsbridge this year, to 
examine the benefits of 
face-to-face deal making.
 

What are the 
advantages of having 
a retail space?
Credibility and face 
time. It’s not a space 
where people just walk 
in and say, “We want to 
buy a jet.” It’s a place 
where you network and 
meet people that you 
wouldn’t otherwise meet.
 
Why southwest 
London?
It really defines who we 
are: a showroom and an 
information library not  
only for the high-net-
worth customers but for 
corporate executives, 
government officials,  
and celebrities, too.
 
Where do you buyers 
come from?
It’s a very condensed 
market with Europe and 
America accounting for 
three quarters of it. More 
than 50 per cent of 
corporate-jet ownership 
is in the US with about  
5 per cent in Africa and 
the same in Asia. 
 
What aviation trend 
should we look out for?
Speed. There’s a 
supersonic airplane  
on the drawing board 
that’s supposed to be 
coming out in 2020. If 
you can save people 
time then that’s where 
the trend will go. — alm
thejetbusiness.com

Pumphouse Point
Tasmania
Hidden in a five-storey former 
hydro-pump station you’ll  
find Pumphouse Point, a new 
retreat with stunning views 
over Lake St Clair in central 
Tasmania. Replacing the 
industrial turbines are 18 
elegant bedrooms spread 
over two buildings: the Pump 
House and the on-shore  
Lake House, both featuring 
floor-to-ceiling windows  
and snappy interiors from 
architect Cumulus Studio. 

“This art deco-style 
heritage site is the best place 
to experience Tasmania’s 
wilderness,” says owner 
Simon Currant. After dark  
you can enjoy a roaring fire 
and bar that offers cocktails 
and a choice of locally  
made whisky. — dep
pumphousepoint.com.au
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In Japan, Amakusa Airline is  
as small as carriers get. Based 
on the Amakusa Islands in 
Kumamoto prefecture, the firm 
operates up to 10 flights to  
four cities daily with just one 
aircraft: a 39-seat Bombardier 
turbo-propeller DHC-8-103. 

The airline launched in 1998 
as a joint venture between local 
governments. There were other 
ways of travelling between 
Amakusa and the main island 
of Kyushu – by ferry or car over 
the Amakusa Gokyo bridges 
– but it was felt an airline would 
boost trade and tourism.

The facts 

Number of staff: 57

Number of planes: 1 
Bombardier turbo-propeller 
DHC-8-103

Passengers transported 
last year: 76,000

Seats per flight: 39

Revenue last year: ¥750m 
(€5.6m)

Flying fish 
Kumamoto, 
Japan
Preface
Characterised by its tiny  
fleet and dolphin-adorned  
livery, Japan’s Amakusa  
Airline takes a quirky line in  
attracting new customers. 

Writer
Kenji Hall
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airline
Flights of fancy

Not every flight starts or ends 
on the Amakusa Islands so 
targeting would-be tourists on 
the Osaka-Kumamoto flight is 
one of the airline’s goals. The 
inflight newsletter offers tips on 
dining and dolphin watching 
(hence the aircraft’s dolphin-
themed paint job) and on-board 
snacks feature shrimp rice 
crackers, ponkan (tangerine) 
juice and other local fare. Two 
years ago the airline won 
national attention with its limited- 
offer Dolphin Paradise ticket: 
for just ¥15,000 (€115) travellers 
got a one-day pass on all 10 
routes but they had to be on 
every flight, starting from 08.00 
and lasting until 19.30. “If you 
got off before the last flight  
you had to pay for each flight 
separately,” says sales and 
marketing head Shigeo Kawasaki. 

The airline’s prospects have 
looked brighter in recent times 
and by early 2016 a new 
twin-engine turboprop ATR 
42-600, built by French-Italian 
aircraft manufacturer ATR, will 
replace the Bombardier 
workhorse. It’s still undecided 
whether the ATR will also have 
the dolphin paint job. — (m)
amx.co.jp

Hotel B
Lima
Hotel B’s new rooftop terrace offers a fresh 
vantage point from which to enjoy views of 
Lima’s bohemian Barranco district, where  
the 17-room boutique hotel opened in 2013. 

The beachside belle époque retreat was 
built by French architect Claude Sahut in  
1914 and was restored by a team of sculptors 
from the Fine Arts Academy with the addition 
of The Terrace by Peruvian designer Luz  
Maria Buse. From its rooftop, guests can  
soak in the Peruvian sun and sights of the 
Pacific coast while sampling food by chef 
Oscar Velarde. — mss
hotelb.pe


